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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM (CONTINUED)

City of Liberty Lake 377-7878-004
Country Vista Drive Corridor Analysis DRAFT 22 March 31, 2020

SUMMARY/CONCLUSION

Country Vista Drive is poised to become an even more important corridor to the City in both the near- and long-term
future. It’s current layout and connection between I-90 and the city center solidifies this role. The City has already begun
to implement some of its vision for the street by building bike lanes, separated sidewalks, landscaping, and some street
trees. Still, much of the land surrounding the street is currently vacant, so as more development occurs, improvements to
the street and its intersections will be warranted to accommodate increased traffic.

The City’s Comprehensive Plan and current zoning ordinances identify commercial and mixed-use development along the
entire length of the study area. There are also plans for a new high school with access to the street. There are preliminary
plans for a new bridge that connects Country Vista Drive to Mission Avenue on the north end of town spanning I-90.

Based on this anticipated development and projected trip generation data, two intersections will reach a failing LOS under
short-term growth assumptions. These include the intersections at Henry Road and at Legacy Ridge Drive. Parametrix
recommends traffic signals eventually be implemented at both intersections. Roundabouts were also considered, but
two-lane roundabouts would be required to handle the traffic volume and there have been past concerns about two-lane
roundabouts on the Country Vista Drive corridor.

Parametrix also recommends the City continue to implement improvements to the pedestrian and bicycle network, as
outlined in its plans. Due to the street width and traffic speed, new crosswalks that span the Country Vista Drive should
include RRFB signals and pedestrian refuge islands. The crosswalks should be located to best support pedestrian desire
lines and actual development patterns. The refuge islands will be compatible with the future plans to add landscaped
medians to the corridor.

It is also recommended that when STA realigns Route 98 onto the corridor that bus stops be planned for generally every ½
mile with flexibility to support actual development patterns as they occur. Additionally, future development should
accommodate walkways between buildings and bus stops and also provide concrete pads for future shelters to be
constructed by the STA. Active transportation amenities should also be included on Henry Road bridge over I-90 as
already planned.

A long-term review of intersections on either side of the I-90 bridge indicates the signal recommendation at the Henry
Road/Country Vista Drive intersection would be sufficient to accommodate 2040 traffic volumes. Additionally, Parametrix
recommends a single-lane roundabout configuration at the Mission Avenue/Henry Road intersection on the opposite side
of the bridge. A single-lane roundabout is expected to be able to accommodate 2040 traffic demand and fits with the
character of Mission Avenue and the existing roundabout at Mission Avenue/Harvard Road.
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Lisa Key

From: Thomas Sahlberg <tomnsahl@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 11:36 AM
To: Lisa Key
Cc: Katy Allen; Scott Bernhard; Shane Brickner; Brian Asmus
Subject: Country Vista Corridor - comment regarding Speed Limits

City Officials, 
 
Having been involved in Corridor Projects for the City/County of Spokane and the N/S Corridor efforts as a 
public safety consultant in the past, I found last Tuesday's presentation by Parametrics and Planning Directory 
Lisa Key to be excellent; specifically in how well it was explained and the conclusions reached using metrics 
that were well documented, illustrated and were germane to both the present and future of our community ‐ 
well done! 
 
I hope to see Liberty Lake have a pedestrian/bike/golf cart/vehicle "Master Plan" in the near future.  Part of 
that will include a comprehensive effort to educate all users of our roads, trails and sidewalks, as well as a 
fact‐based review of the best and safest ways to prevent collisions. While there are a myriad of factors 
involved in the safe sharing of our roads, there is one undeniable truth that can be easily understood and 
supported, both anecdotally and factually ‐ The speed of vehicles MUST be regulated and reduced in order to 
reduce injury and death WHEN collisions occur… SPEED KILLS!   
 
With specific application to the school zone in the Henry Rd area, I know of no source that recommends a 
speed limit above 20mph. Labeling the remainder of the corridor the residential/commercial congested zone ‐ 
I strongly advise a reduction of speed to no more than 30mph, and believe 25mph warrants strong 
consideration.  
 
Thank you for considering this comment. I will leave you with one thought, that (in my opinion) should guide 
all our decisions regarding this issue;  

 Our goal is to move more vehicles, walkers, cyclists ‐ S A F E R, not faster!  
 
Tom Sahlberg ‐ Liberty Lake 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________ 
The following graphs are included in the U.K. Nacto study, included below. Please note that in ALL CASES and 
for ALL AGES ‐ increasing speeds directly correlates to a dramatic increase in pedestrian fatalities. 
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For supporting documentation, I attach: 
 a NHTSA review of several related studies prior to 

1999.  https://one.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/research/pub/HS809012.html 
 a U.K. study on the relationship between speed and risk of fatal injury. 

https://nacto.org/docs/usdg/relationship_between_speed_risk_fatal_injury_pedestrians_and_car_oc
cupants_richards.pdf 

 a 2018 NHTS article regarding the alarming recent increase in pedestrian fatalities in collisions that is 
directly related to an increase in speed limits. https://www.nhtsa.gov/road‐safety/pedestrian‐safety 

 an NSC article (recent) documenting & illustrating other non‐speed related variables (i.e. ‐ day of 
week, intersection v non‐intersection …) https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/motor‐vehicle/road‐
users/pedestrians/ 

 

   Tom Sahlberg  
“If you want to go fast, go alone. 
If you want to go far, go together” 
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